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MANUAL OF ENTOMOLOGY

known of the earlier stages ; the larvae are said to be furnished
with short legs, an unusual character in the Ehynchophora.

The family has been monographed by Schonfeldt in Genera
Insectorum, Fasc. 65 (1908). Jacobson has written on this
family. The species have been listed by Schonfeldt in the
Berlin Catalogue. There are no British species.
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PLATYREHINIDJE (Anthribidce).
Rostrum short, blunt and flat. Antennae straight, often
long. Pygidium exposed ; propygidium deeply grooved in
the middle.
This family contains about 1,000 species, chiefly confined to
the tropics, very few being found in the temperate regions.
They vary from small to moderate-sized insects, variable
in general appearance, some resembling the Lamiidce, and
others certain of the Cwculionidce. They are pubescent, not
brightly coloured, but often have markings of black, grey,
brown, or white.
The antennae are straight, sometimes with a three-jointed
club, and in the males of some species, very long. The rostrum
is very short and broad; the mandibles are flat and curved,
pointed in some species and emarginate at apex in others.
The elytra leave the pygidium exposed: the propygidium is
deeply grooved in the middle. The legs are of moderate
length, with four-jointed tarsi, the third joint often being very
small and concealed by the second joint. These beetles are
not as a rule active, but a few have the power of leaping. They
occur in dead wood, fungi, and sometimes on tree trunks and
old hedges.
The larvae are soft, white grubs, some with legs, others
without, or with three pairs of pseudopods. These larvae live
in dead wood and have also been found in large seeds and
nuts. One species, Aroecerus fasciculatus, has been known to
breed freely in coffee beans. The larvae of Bmchytarsus are
said to feed on Coccidce and are probably the only case of
carnivorous Ehynchophora.
Bovie has listed the species, 1905. The eight British species
are described by Fowler,